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Paris and Versailles with rich milk. He had several- other equally brilliant schemes on hand: he intended to grow vines, cultivate vegetables, sell manure; and by these varied means to assure himself of an income of eighteen thousand francs.
The Director of the Beaux-Arts was sent to offer Balzac money to make up for his loss; he says, however: " They came to offer me an indemnity, and began by proposing five thousand francs. I blushed to my hair, and answered that 1 did not accept charity, that I had put myself two hundred thousand francs in debt by writing twelve or fifteen masterpieces, which would count for something in the glory of France in the nineteenth century; that for three months I had done nothing but rehearse 'Vautrin,' and that during those three months I should otherwise have gained twenty-five thousand francs; that a pack of creditors were after me, but that from the moment that I could not satisfy all, it was quite indifferent to me whether I were tracked by fifty or by a hundred, as the amount of courage required for resistance was the same. The Director of the Beaux-Arts, Cavd, went out, they tell me, full of esteem and admiration. ' This,5 said he, * is the first time that I have been refused.' fi So much the worse/ I answered."*
Balzac became very ill with fever and brain neuralgia the day after the performance of ^ Vautriji?" and Madame Surville took him to her
* "Lettres a I'&trangere,"